THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

Senor Largo Caballero, calling him a coward, an assassin
and a robber, and denouncing him for his flight to
France. The manifesto had been printed in Figueras and
it is curious to notice that the members of the Bureau
which denounced the flight of Senor Largo Gaballero
were living quietly in Madrid.

I knew that the publication of this manifesto would
arouse the indignation of the many followers that the
Socialist Leader had in Madrid,  and for that reason
applied the censorship.  But the Bureau, which thought
itself above power and authority, committed the offence of
inserting the manifesto in the Mundo Obrero* I immediately
suspended the publication of this paper for an indefinite
period.   It happened that at that time, the Communist
Minister, Senor Uribe, was in Madrid (February 27th,
1939) and when he heard of the suspension he telephoned
me at two o'clock in the morning, telling me that he had
asked the Prime Minister to lift my embargo, but that the
latter had replied that he didn't wish to interfere with my
authority.  He told me that it was necessary for me to
revoke the order of suspension so that the paper could be
published next day.  I replied that I was very sorry that
he, as a Minister of the Republic, should make this
petition3 but that I would not revoke the order since the
principle of authority was at stake and if I acceded to his
request we might just as well drop the censorship, giving
the press complete liberty to say whatever it liked. Need-
less to say, he did not accept my offer, because he knew
what that would mean.   On the following day, Senor
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